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LETTER

FROM

THE

EDITOR

Bridge

The

T

his past year I became a crossword
puzzle addict. I'm not sure what
caused me to become so fixated on
,uch a pastime, a tvpe of tri11inlt'sotcricn
pursuit. (I think it was a snow day, and I
was out of books to read.) Word people
tend to enjoy word games, and there I
plead guilty
Crossword puzzles arc written by
worclsmiths with vast knowledge of
c,otcrirn - ,uch as little known tributaries of lesser known
river~ in un~nown counlrics. Puzzle editors use foreign
word, ,incl long-,ince forgotten expressions from now
ob,olck lc,icon,.
For Chri,tm,1, I ,1sked for a crossword puzzle dictionary. I received two, one a compact Dell paperback, the
other ,1 vast New York Ti111cstome. I thought they would do
the trick I w,1s mistaken.
The crossword puale language (CJ'l) is perhaps
mcnt,1l ly ,timul,1ting, but it is not part of the American
vcrn.icul,1r, nor is it, ccrl.Jinly, universc1I. Herc nrc some
clciinition, from ,1 recent S1111rlnyPrm1id,•11cc/0111·11nl
puzzle:
Bigf(loi's ,hoc si ✓.e (four letters); Hungarian sheepdogs
(five letter,); Algerian port (four letters); mature insect (five
letter,). When the ,1nswers are revealed, of course there's
often the Al IA' factor. 1lowever, for intellectual stimulation t1nd continued le~uning, I'm seriously considering
dropping <'J'I,1nd enrolling in a foreign language course. At
lea~l upon completion I will have enlarged my vocabulary
with u;,dul words that travel well.
That bring, me to the theme of this issue of Tltc Brirlgc,
which i'>: continuing education with a purpose.
According In the Catalog, University College "is
committed to lifelong learning by providing an education,11 L'\pcrience for non-traditional
students cquiv'1lcnt
to th,1t which is ,1vailable to traditional students at the
University." 1\dult students come here from the real world
to cnh,1ncc their knowledge and skills in a wide range of
programs. Org,1nized into the Open Program, with its
e'1ernal and distance learning options, or the Evening
Progr,1m, the University College offers continuing education in Bristol ,ind Providence.
The historv of part-time education at RWU goes back
to 1919,when first established as a Providence YMCAbased br,1nch of I orthcastern University, courses were
offered in business and law to adult students. In 1956,
when Roger Williams Junior College was chartered as the
first junior college in the State of Rhode Island, continuing
education still made up a large percentage of the enrollment. By 1972,when accredited as a four-year college for
full-time day students, Roger Williams maintained strong
continuing cduc.1t-ion progra1ns.
In 1990,all such programs were organized into a
separate School of Continuing Education. While the
offerings remained the same, the name was changed to
University
ollcge in 1994.

Today, at least one-third of the total student body of
3,700 undergraduates is enrolled in the University College.
Consistent with that percentage is the number of students
in the graduating class. This year, more than 200 out of
approximately 650 students will graduate from the Class
of 1999.
Just who arc these adult students, with mortgages to
pay, families to support, and children to educate? Many
are returning to school after several years in the workplace, often continuing to maintain full-time jobs. Some
are homemakers, or former homemakers, bent on obtaining higher education in preparation for entering the world
of work now that their children have left the nest.
This issue highlights some of these highly motivated
part-time students and alumni. In an article titled "University College Students Share Common Views," we meet
Texas ational Guard Colonels Gladys and Danny
Tinsley of Austin, Texas, working toward their bachelor's
degrees, in public administration
through distance learning; Nick Figueroa, Jr., of Providence, healthcare administrator, seeking a bachelor's in public administration;
Wanda Jorgensen, management analyst for the U.S.
Navy, soon to receive her degree in business
management; and Bill Sanders, a construction management director in Saudi Arabia, seeking a degree in industrial technology through distance learning.
University
ollege Dean John Stout talks about lifelong learning in his Schools of Thought piece, titled
"Learn to Earn. Then Learn Some More."
Three graduates - Gary Dias, '88, 8.5. criminal
justice, of East Providence; Raymond Houle, Jr. '95, 8.5.
public administration,
of Warren; and Anne Noone, '92,
B.S., social and health services, of Cohasset,
ass. - tell
their diverse stories to Associate Editor John Klitzner in
"Rededication to Learning."
To round out this issue Sports Information Director Dave Kemrny writes
about our outstanding men's baseball and co-ed sailing
teams .... Alumni Director Torn Walker's camera records
memorable St. Patty's, Atlanta, Charlotte, Florida and
Seattle Chapter events .... and Vice President for
Advancement Christel Ertel talks about the Annual Fund.
Class Notes, always a popular feature, is up to you,
our readers. Continue to send your news to Alumni
Relations Secretary Laura Kutsaftis.
This issue marks the introduction of a new feature:
"We Get Letters" (Letters to the Editor). All the letters
happen to be about the special Commemorative Issue of
January ·1999,featuring the Roger Williams statue. We
welcome mail on n111; subject related to recent issues of The
Brirlge. Write: The Editor at the Roger Williams University
address or E-mail me at: dhd@alpha.rwu.edu
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Faculty Development Center
Presents Ethnobotanist

C01\II\IAND P[RrORMANCE
- Tl,e Roger Wi1/in111sUniversity Cere111011inlPipes &
Drums will pe1forn1 nt Co111111e11ceme11/
Oil the Bristol cn111p11s
May 22. Erfr M. Armour, of
Pawt11ckl'I, R.I., cc11ler,is Pipe Nfajor. TJ,c organi:er of the lJaud, Armour began piping 15
yt!r11·sngo, l;eco111i11g
011eof New E11gln11d's1110s
t act'ive pipers.

Celtics Pitino to Address
600 RWU Degree Candidates
More lhan 600 men and women will
become new alumni of Roger V\lillian1s
Univcr~ity following their graduation
L'>-L'rcbesS.:1turd.1v, M11v 22, on the

Bristol campus. •
•
The principal speaker will be Rick
Pili no, president and head coach of the
Bo,ton Celtics. I le will be presented

of Business Administration degree.
Mr. Purcell is president and publisher of the Bos/011Herald. He will receive an honorary Doctor of Letters
degree.
Details and photographs from
ommencement 1999 will appear in
the Summer issue of The Bridge.

The Faculty Development Center welcomed its Spring 1999 speaker Mark J.
Plotkin, Ph.D., ethnobotanist and research associate for the department of
botany at the Smithsonian lnstitut·ion.
Dr. Plotkin spoke on "Tropical Rain
Forest as Natural history." For the
past ·15years, Dr. Plotkin has worked
with ancient shamans of Central and
South American to learn about healing plants.
The author of numerous scientific
papers and reports, he received the
1994 San Diego Zoo Cold Medal for
Conservation, one of the top awards
in the environmental field. (Previous
winners include Jane Goodall, Sir
David Allen borough and H.R.H
Prince Philip, Duke of Edinburgh.)
A spellbinding storyteller, Dr.
Plotkin and his work have been highlighted in: a PBS Nova documentary,
an Emmy-winning TV documentary,
1ightly News," "The Tothe "NB
day Show," and CBS' "-+8Hours." I e
has been featured in Life, Newsweek,

Dr. Plotkin currently serves as
executive director of the Ethnobiology
and Conservation Team. He also
served as director of plant conservation at the World Wildlife Fund and
vice president of Conservation International. His most recent book,
published in 1998 by Viking Press, is

Healer'sGuest: New Medici11es
fro111
Mother Nature.
Science/Math Seminar Series
Roger Williams University's Science
and Math Seminar Series welcomed
several distinguished guests during
the Spring Semester. Among them
were: Mary Malloy, Ph.D., SEA
Education Association, Woods Hole,
Mass., who spoke on "History of
Science Under Sail"; Jerry Meyer,
Ph.D., Johns Hopkins University

S111ithso11in11,
Elle, People,The New York
Ti111es,
and on National Public Radio.

NEWS

faculty, who delivered "Efficient
Molecular Solar Energy Conversion";
Tae Lee, Ph.D., senior research scientist, DuPont Pharmaceuticals, who
presented "Protease Inhibitors and
H.l.V."; RWU Student Research
Projects, coordinated by Marcie
Marston, Ph.D., RWU science faculty;
and Peter August, Ph.D., URI Department of Natural Resources, who
spoke on "GIS and Environmental
Studies."

Theater/Performing Arts
The Alive' Arts Series welcomed two
events during the Spring Semester.
Dancer Sean Curran, former principal dancer with the Bill T. Jones/
Arnie Zane Dance Company (1 ew
York); and vocalist group Zorgina,
who presented "Non Mi Lassar
Morire 1 14th and 15th
Century Love Songs."
The Main Season Series
presented two plays during
the 1999 spring season: The
Clenri11g,written by Helen
Edmundson and directed bv
theater professor Peter
,
Wright; and A Lillie Night
Music by Stephen Sondheim,
directed by theater professor

~111
hnn<1rnry Doctor of Public Service

degree.
Other honorary degree recipients
will be: Bishop Geralyn Wolf, Kristen
A. Avansino, Joseph M. Brito, Sr.,
Alan Gerry, ,1nd Patrick J. Purcell.
Bishop Wolf is Bishop of the
Epi,copal Diocese of Rhode Island. A

degree.
Ms. Avansino is president and
executive director of E.L. Weigand
Foundation of Reno, Nev. She will
octor of

Education degree.
Mr. Brito is president of Brito
Enterprises, Inc. He and his family
reside in Bristol, R.I. and Florida. He
will receive an honorarv Doctor of
Business Administratio;, degree.
Mr. Gerry i chairman and chief executive officer, Granite Association, L.P.
He will be awarded an honorary Doctor
THE BRIDGE·

S1>r111s1999

Jio11orswere Presirle11t A11tlto11y Sn11foro,

left, ,wd l'ltilip Smith, director of
Co11ferc11ces.Wit/, them is De1111is

1'1cNamnrn, senior vice presirle11I, Bn11k of
Newport amt cltairma11 of tile board of the
ewport Cluzmber of Com111era.

Jeffrey Martin, and musical direction
by theater associate professor Dianne
Crowell.
Also, the Senior Project Series
presented The Zoo Ston1,bv renowned
playwright Edward Aibe~.

Justice Studies

re~ident of Providence, she will receive
c1nhonorc1ry Doctor of I lun1anc Letters

receive an honorary

BUSIN[SS AFrER IIOUIIS - Tlte
University recently hosted Cltnmber of
Commerce visitors from East Bay mul
Newport i11tlte CEED /mi/ding. Doing tlte

HELPING RUSSIAN BUSINESS - Six lfossin11 visitors recently toured the U11iversihJ in
co11j1111ctio11
wit/, the Productivity E11Jrn11ce111e11t
Progrnm, sponsored by the Ceuter for
Ci!'i:c11Initiatives o/Snu Francisco. Tl,e 11rogramprovides mnnngement training/or
'.10n-E11glisl1spenki11g Russian entrepreneurs tl1ro11gl10ut tire USA and is designed to help

rncrense mmrufncturing producNon iu Russia. T11evisit was one stop on a tdp spousored
by locnl RotnnJ Clubs (Ricl,nrd Anderson, of Ports111011tl,,"96LS coordinating). / 11 the
p/10to,fro111 left, nre Arse11 Klrnchnhiroll, Alexn11dre Gvo:rlkov, Fred Kelly (Gnbelli
School of 811si11essDenni, Mns/,n E11tc/,evic/1,Igor R1111ge(Scl,oo/ of E11gi11eeri11g
Denni,
nmf Alexa mfr A11n11iyev.

GONE
School
guided
shown
visited
source

FISNIN' - Tlte 30 111e,11bers
of Valerie Tree111n11's
second grnde class nt St. L11ke's
iu Bnrri11gto11 recently toured tire Bristol campus. A liigltlig/Jt of their visit was a
tour of t/,e CEED building, hosted by Mnrk Gould, Ph.D., CEED director. 11,ey nre
wit/, Dr. Go11/d in ti,e wet lnb, wit/, n J,n11ds-011look nt tlte fish. T11echildren then
tlte new 11enrby clnssroom /en ming plntfonn for n close look nt Mt. Nope Bny, t/,e
of the sen wnter piped into the wet lab.

The Justice Studies Training Institute,
Roger Williams University, recentl\hosted an orientation session for the
lew England State Police Information
letwork (NESPIN).
NESPl1 is a regional information
sharing system center, funded bv the
United tates Department of Jus.tice.
The organization acts as a iocal point
for the exchange of inforn1ation on
multi-jurisdictional organized crime,
drug trafficking, and major criminal
activity. Membership consists of local,
state, and federal law enforcement
agencies throughout New England.
The one-dav orientation session
for ESPIN me,mbers was attended
by more than 60 law enforcement
officials from throughout I ew
England.
ROGER \VILL/Ai\15 LINl\'ERSITY
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PEOPLE

President'sOffice
Dr. Joseph H. Hagan, senior vice
president, recently spoke at Boston
University on the topic of "Ethical
and Moral l111plications in A111erican
Higher Education." His presentation
was part of BU's University Professors Occasional Lectures Series.

Feinstein College of
Arts and Sciences
Anthony J. Agostinelli, professor,
social sciences, will serve as master of

cere111onies, historian and panel coordinator for the 5 Star Cruise, "Jazzin'
to Alaska," on Holland A111ericain
August. The first part of the cruise
will take place August 18-22 and will
follow the land route of Anchorage,
Denali, and Fairb<1nks.The main
cruise will take place August 22-29
along the inland passage, which includes Anchorage, Seward, Fjord
Valdez, Sitka, Juneau, Ketchikan, the
Island Passage and Vancouver, B.C.
,. Richard Audet, Ed.D., assistant
professor of education, recently presented a pi1per at the Association for
the Education of Teachers in Science
(AETS) 1999 internMional 111eeting,
held in Austin, Texas, in January.
The paper was titled" A Professional Develop111ent Model for Learning How to Use The National Science
Education Standards." It reviewed
approaches for gaining confidence in
applying the standards to 111ake
curriculum and teaching decisions.
Audet co-authored the paper
with Linda Jordan of the Tennessee
Depart111ent of Education.
,. Martha Christina, professsor, creative writing, recently had a poe111
published in the Spring issue of Tl,e
Cape Rock, the literary 111agazineof
Southeast Missouri State University.
Her poem, "Battleground State
Park," fro111her book Stayi11gFo1111ri,
recently appeared in the anthology
What Hm•c Yo11Lost 7, published by
Greenwillow Books.
Ms. Christina also gave readings
of her poetry at the Boston Psychoanalytic Society and Institute; the

BRIEFS

Books111ithbookstore in Falmouth,
Mass.; and the first annual Provincetown (Mass.) Poetry Festival.
,., Murney Gerlach, associate dean,
Feinstein College of Arts and Sciences, recently received several professional recognitions.
Dean Gerlach accepted a contract
with Mac111illanPress to author a
111011ograph,titled "British Liberalis111
and the United States: Political and
Social Thought in the Late-Victorian
Age," scheduled for publication in
the year 2000.
He was also selected to serve on
several con1n1ittees and organizations,
including: the Museum Co111111ittee
and the Membership Co111mitteeof
the Rhode Island Historical Society;
the Corporation and the Develop111ent
Co111111ittee
of the Providence Public
Library; and the Com111itteeon Museu111Professional Training, A111erican
Association of Museu111s.
,., Marcie Marston, Ph.D., assistant professor, biology, and Martine Vil\alardBohnsack, Ph.D., professor, biology, recently presented a paper at the ational
Conference on Marine Bioinvasions,

held at Massachusetts lnstitute of
Technology in Cambridge, Mass.
Research for the paper, titled "The
Use of Molecular Genetics to Investigate the Geographic Origin and Vector of an Invasive Species," was conducted at Roger Willia111sUniversity
and supported by the RWU Research
Foundation.
'•·Susan L. Pasquarelli, Ph.D., professor,
educat-ion, and Rachel L. McCormack,
Ed.D., adjunct professor, education,
recently co-authored a paper titled
"Matching Standards with Substance:
Preparing Pre-service Tead1ers to Tead1
Literacy." The paper will be featured as
a d1apter in T/1eLiteracyEr/11cator's
ResourceBook:To11cl,sto11es
fro111
the
TeachingLivesof LiteraryScl,olnrs,edited
by J. Many and published by Lawrence
Erlbau111Associates, lnc.
Dr. McCormack also co-edited the
book Peer Talk i11the Classroo111:
Leami11gfro111
Research.The book, co-edited
with Jeanne R. Paratore, helps teach-

PEOPLE

ers and researchers uncover the connections between what is known about
language and literacy acquisition and
how teachers can create conditions for
peer talk in a variety of settings.
Cliff Timpson, Ph.D., assistant professor, chemistry, was granted a
patent from the U.S. Patent Office for
a device that 111onitorsthe a111ountof
111ercurypresent in the combustion
gases of coal-fired utility plants.
Dr. Timpson, along with two of
his former colleagues fro111the Tennessee Valley Authority's Environmental Research Center, Vincent Van
Pelt, Ph.D., and Sandra Meischen,
Ph.D., invented the instrument.
The mercury monitor has been
specifically engineered to act as the
"eyes" for a future technology that
can be automatically actuated when
the 111onitorsenses that mercury is
present in flue gas at a concentration
beyond an environ111entally acceptable level.
The patented instrument and
monitoring process will provide scientists and chemical engineers with
the necessary information to design
effective mercury control strategies
well into the future.

1•·

Each year, the RIBISF awards up
to $10,000 in scholarships to Rhode lsland residents who are pursuing their
education. The RIBISF is sponsored by
the Associated General Contractors,
Construction Financial Managers Association, Subcontractors Association,
A111ericanInstitute of Architects, Construction Specifications Institute, National Society of Professional Engineers, and the National Association of
Women in Construction.

School of Justice Studies
,., Anthony M. Pesare, assistant dean
and assistant professor, School of
Justice Studies, recently spoke at a
national conference on organized
crime in ashville, Tenn.
Pesa re delivered "New England
Organized Crime: Past, Present and
Future" at the National Gang Conference sponsored by the National Organized Cri111e[nfonnation Center, a regional information sharing system.
The conference was attended by
approximately 1,200 sworn law
enforcement officers.
,., Thomas E. "Tucker" Wright, professor, paralegal studies, has been
appointed to the Approval

BRIEFS

Committee to the Standing Com111ittee on Legal Assistants for the
American Bar Association.

University Libraries
,•. John Fobert, associate professor,
library, recently was asked to serve
on the Self-study Review Co111mittee
for the Federal Depository Library
Progra111.Eight people were selected
nationally for this com111ittee. Fobert
was the only person from New
England selected.
He also presented a workshop on
Stat-USA and USA Trade statistical
databases at the Govern111ent Publications Librarians meeting held in Newton, Mass. In July, he will be a panelist
for a workshop at the 14th annual
orth American Serials Interest
Group Conference held at Carnegie
Mellon University. His topic will be
"Printed Back Volu111esand Issues A Thing of the Past."
,., Susan McMullen, assistant professor,
library, recently had a paper accepted
for publication in Refere11ce
ServicesReview, the journal of the Reference and
Users Services Association of the
American Library Association. The
paper, titled "What Does Electronic

Gabelli Schoolof Business

OUTSTANDING

- Recog11i:ed ns

011tstandi11g st11de11tsin h1111zn11
services

were Susan /-lager Wood n11d Deborah A.
Will in ms, recipie11ts of the 1998 Lois
Jenckes Aivard in tlte Roger \-Villin111s
University Social and Health Services
Progra111. From left are ,Vis. Wood, '98,
B.S., U11iversil'y College; Tho111as
Sherlock; Al/s. \,Vil/inms; and D01111njea11
Hatch Sherlock, '96, B.S., U11iversity
College, and member of the social and
health services advisory board.

Full-text Really Mean? A Comparison
of Database Vendors and What Thev
Del.iver," \Vas written in conjunctio1~

••· Kenneth E. Callow, assistant professor of accounting, recently published
a paper in a national acade111icpubl.ication. His paper, titled" Accounting Education: The Metamorphosis Begins,"
was published in the winter volume of
Acnrie111ic
ExchangeQuarterly(Volume 2,
Issue 4). It examined the recent changes
of how accounting is taught at the
university level and the underlying
princi pies behind those changes.

with several other reference librarians in
the HELIN consortium.
,•• Mary Anne Golda, associate professor, library, served as a panelist at the
5th annual Rhode Island Librarv
Association Career Day, held at the
Graduate School of Librarv and Information Science at the Uni~ersitv of
Rhode Island. Ms. Golda repre;ented
academic technical services librarians.

School of Engineering

Conferences

,., Richard E. Mayo, Ph.D., associate
dean, School of Engineering, and director of the construction management program, has been asked by the
Construction Financial Managers Association (CFMA) to serve as a trustee
on the Rhode Island Building Industry Scholarship Fund (RIBISF). Dr.
Mayo is a long-standing member of
theCFMA.

,., Philip Smith, director of Conferences,
has been appointed by Governor
Lincoln Almond to serve on the Rhode
Island Touris111Development Advisory
Cow1cil.S111ithis currently vice president of tou,ism with the East Bay
Chamber of Commerce. He will also
represent the newly forn1ed East Bay
Tourism District. ❖

AN ANNUAL EVENT - Structure pictured is n wim,11/g entry by freshmen Architecture
students at tl,e recent a111111al
design competition. From left are Matthew Coheu, of
Milford, Co1111.;
Christopher Gray, of Marti11sville, N./.; a11dEd Borelli, ofYo 11kers, N.Y.
Students were required to develop a sequence of spaces that include entry, exit, one major
space a11dtwo secondary spaces. Tlte projects were temporanJ co11structio11smade of

temporary m~terials. 111istraditional activity always proves to be a stimulating RWU
campus exper,ence.
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en earn
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becoming mainstrean1.

Ed Buker, an engineer profiled in
A11to111otive
/11rl11stries
(May 1998), is a

case in point. A generation ago, he
would have settled into one of the
Big Three for life. But, at age 45, he
has worked for Honda, BMW, and
three other companies. He "is simply
doing what other top-notch engineers
are doing," says the magazine. "He's
managing his career ... (But) the task
can be daunting. New opportunities
in many fields, including product
design, electronics, software development, quality, safety, environment,

811jo/111W. Sto11/, M.A., M.PA.

Denn n11dProfessorof Public
Ad111i11istrntio11
U11iuasity College

Many of the opportunities that
replace lifelong employment with
one corporation are entrepreneurial
- founding manufacturing or service firms or self-employment.
"Entrepreneurship is back, and
there are going to be tons more female
entrepreneurs emerging and doing
new and innovative things," says Linda
Wachner, chairman of apparel makers
Warnaco and Authentic Fitness. By a
ratio of 2-to-1, women-owned entrepreneurs are hiring more workers than
the average employer, reports U.S.
News & World Report (Feb.19, 1996).
Entrepreneurs need expertise in not
only their product or service, but also in
computers, finance, manage,ncnt, and a

host of other fast-moving disciplines.
Self-employment, once an excuse
by unemployed job-seekers or the
reserve of specialists too idiosyncratic
to function in organizations, now ac-

counts for 20 percent of the labor
force, estimates Robert Reich, former
Labor secretary. Other experts say
there may be as many as 25 million
self-employed Americans. The selfemployed must be lifelong learners.
Usually, they win assignments by
specialized abilities that organizations
elect not to hire full-time. They must
update and hone these abilities to
preserve demand for their services.
They must select and finance their
own computer and telecommunications systems, construct and manage.
their own insurance
and retirement
plans,

and attend to other needs that their
grandfathers' corpora le employers
handled for them.
David Evans, a 30-year General
Motors veteran, proves that even
those who succeed in the traditional
way need to be lifelong learners.
"What sets Evans apart from
others hit by big workplace change is
his enthusiasm for technology (and)
his commitment to self-improvement,"
reports Newsweek."On his 45-minute
commute, Evans listens lo business
audio tapes; at night he pursues a
master's degree in systems engineering, even though he's 20 years older
than most classmates. Each time CM
upgrades its computers, he heads to
training classes, knowing he'll be
asking more questions than younger
workers."
The automotive subsidiarv of
United Technologies believes in lifelong learning enough to offer tuition
reimbursement, time off for studv,
and '100shares of stock for employees
who earn their degree.
It's not only the structure and practices of corporate employers that require lifelong learning. Often, the jobs
themselves demand persistent, selfdirected education, regardless of whether they are in corporate America, the
nonprofit world, or government. Nczl'sweekprojects 10 jobs that will
experience tremendous growth over
996-2006. Four of them, including the
top three, a re computerma nager,

and power train, require a new range

of professional and personal
skills."

C

ontinual, dramatic changes in
our economy and labor market
challenge career-minded Ameri-

cans in ways unknown to previous

generations and offer new opportunities as well. The same appbes to those
of us dedicated to providing nontraditional students with lifelong learning
that is comparable in quality to traditional, residential, full-time college.
One important change for my generation of businesspeople and professionals is the decline in secure, careerlong employment by a single, large
corporation. Before the 1980s, layoffs
signaled tough times and were concenTl-IE BRIDGE - S111·111s
1999

that get cut," reports a Newsweekcover
story, "Your Next Job" (Feb. 1, 1999).
This does not mean less opportunity for the present and future generations. In a January 29, 1999 speed, at
Oakton, Va., President William
Clinton said that 88 percent of U.S.
manufacturing companies report trouble recniiting skilled workers, and that
one-fifth of companies cannot grow as
rapidly as they could if they could hire
everyone they need. Ninety-two percent of job seekers who had been laid
off found jobs with equivalent or better salaries in 1998, according to the
Bureau of Labor Statistics.
But, the new economic environment does mean rlifferenl ki11dsof opportunity. These opportunities require
lifelong learning, the importance of
which is emphasized by the U.S.
Department of Education Strategic
Plan for 1998-2002. People must hone
and update skills, and often acquire
entirely new ones, throughout their
careers. The nontraditional student is

trated among blue-coUar workers, who
were rehired when the economy perked
up. But the 1980s brought corporate
restructuring, with incessant downsizing, so that in the expanding economy
of 1998, U.S. corporations laid off
103,000people, the most in five years.
"Despite stunning prosperity,
companies still face ferocious cost
pressures - from Wall Street analysts
who'll punish them for missing earnings estimates, from overseas rivals
using cheaper labor, and from a fear of
raising prices in an inflation-free economy. Sadly, one thing hasn't changed:
employees are usually the first costs
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computer engineer, systems analyst, desktop publisher). Five of
the remaining six are in healthcare (physical therapist, physical
therapy aide, home health aide,
medical assistant, occupational
therapist). The final job is per-
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sonal home aide. The magazine

also lists 10 hot jobs. A couple
(teacher, tool-and-die maker) arc
traditional, but most are creatures

of late 20th century technology
(computer systems architect, software developer). Some did not
exist five years ago (webn1aster,

director of e-commerce). The
medical jobs do not require an
M.D., and several of the jobs
listed do nol even require a bac\1elOI.,sdegree. Bul, these jobs
require technical credentials for
even entry-level positions.
Furthermore, men and
won1cn in computer-related and

medical careers - indeed virtually
all careers - will have to cope with
rapidly evolving technology and
other new demands. This means that
organizations like University College
will have lo provide what I call packets of expertise - certificate
programs, rcircshers, and other brief
stints of intensive, information-rich
coursework. For example, we plan to
offer 12 lo 15 certificate programs by
the end of the 1999-2000 academic
year. They will include post-baccalaureate accounting, in preparation for

the C.P.A. exam, elementary education certification, human resources

development, paralegal studies, and
several healthcare certificates.
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The population of lifelong learners is not only growing but also
sophisticated and demanding. They
know what they must learn, or, in
some cases, what they want to learn,

for personal enrichment or diversion
from demanding careers. We cannot

tell them what to study; they tell us.
And they require quality and results.
Many adult students travel to
campus, but many do not, taking advantage of rlistn11ce-lenrni11g
programs.
This allows them to be even more
selective in the university they patronize because it can be around the block
from them or across the country. At
the mention of the phrase "distance
learning," many people think "Internet." But Roger Williams has been
offering paper-based distance learning
programs, delivered by snail-mail, for
25 years, and Penn State has us beaten
by 75 years.
"We started distance education
in ·t892," said Jim Ryan, that university's vice president for outreach and
cooperative extension, in Tl,e New
York Times "Education Life" supplement (April 4, 1999). Ohio University,
Athens, has a well known M.B.A.
Without Boundaries program.
Taking advantage of the Internet,
Columbia University's graduate business school, one of the finest, most
prestigious in the country, has just
announced an agreement with the

start-up concern UN EXT.com to
deliver post-graduate business
training to corporations worldwide (T/1eWn/1Street /011n1nl,
April 2, 1999). For $85,000,
Duke provides a Global
Executive M.B.A., combining
on-line courses with brief visits
to the Durham, N.C., campus.
U.C.L.A. Extension offers
more than 80 certificate
programs and has an agreement
with America On Line's Los
Angeles Digital City to offer
AOL subscribers and Southern
California web users more than
·100extension courses, according
to an AOL news release available at www.onlinelearning.net.
At Roger Williams
University, the University
College is negotiating
agreements with a similar
Internet-service firm to offer
four programs on-line in the fall of
1999. We will award bachelor's
degrees in public administration
(University College's most popular
distance major), criminal justice
(number two), industrial technology,
and business management. In the
public affairs option, students will be
able to apply, seek financial aid, register, pay, study, and be tested on-line.
A report from Price Waterhouse
Coopers forecasts a boom in lifelong
learning, with on-line courses serving
half of community college students
and one-third of those attending fouryear colleges. Nonetheless, for those
distance learners who lack the technology, computer literacy, or the inclination for on-line study, we will
continue to offer courses by mail, fax,
and other means, as well as on our

Providence or Bristol campuses.
In years past, merely offering
night classes and part-time study was
a differentiating factor. That is no
longer true. University College will
have to compete on the same basis as
our other schools and colleges: excellence and specialization. We embrace
this challenge, confident that - in
our niches, such as public and business administration, justice studies,
health care, and distance learning we can compete and innovate
successfully with the best. ❖
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"In the end, t/1e acco111plish111ent is worth all the work."

University
College
Students
sharecommon
viewson
full-time
work
andpart-time
education
By DorotheaHesse Ooar,APR
one who has considered
going back to school for a degree while employed, and
actually has done so, knows the effort it takes to achieve the desired
goal. Depending upon the circumstances, the journey can range from a
few years to more than 20. The Bridge
recently interviewed several parttime adult students with diverse stories,
all working toward their degrees in the
University College through evening or
distance learning programs.

£

All In T/1e Family

The class of 1999 includes Tom
and Sheryl O'Loughlin, of
Middletown. This husband-wife
combo are receiving bachelor of
science degrees in business
management through the Open
Program.
Sheryl, an associate analyst
with Aquidneck Management
Associates, Ltd., together with
Tom, a project engineer with
New England Interior Systems,
decided to "go for it" (an undergraduate degree in business)
when they were engaged to be
married four years ago.

"It made sense for us to go to Roger
WilLiamsUniversity. We both took the
CLEP exams, whim enhanced our credentials, plus previously earned college
credit was also useful," says Tom.
Both speak highly of their professors, including Tom Carroll, David
Melchar, and Diane Harvey.
"We've really enjoyed our college
experience. The courses are excellent.
We've had some fine teachers," says
Sheryl.

What's next? Sheryl is enrolled in
the information systems master's
program at Salve Regina Universitv,
while Tom will be going for his master's
in industrial and labor relations at the
University of Rhode Island.
Geography

Is Not An Issue

Through Roger University College's
distance learning program, husband
and wife, Gladys and Danny
Tinsley of Austin, Texas,
soon will receive their bachelor's degrees in public
administration. Both have
earned the rank of lieutenant
colonel in the Texas 1ational
Guard.
Colonel Glad vs Tinslev
coordinates supp~rt to dr~g
law enforcement agencies,
having served as a task
force commander since
·1991. Prior to her militarv
service she was a freelan~e
court reporter with the
Austin, Texas, firm of
Wright, Watson &
Associates.
Tom a11dSlwnJI O'Lo11g/1/i11
wit/, Professor Dia11eHarvey,
Colonel Dannv Tinslev,
in front of tJ,e Metropolitan Ce11teri11Providence.
who retired in 1993, has a·
ROGER WILLIAMS UNll'ERStTY

wealth of experience in recruitment,
logistics, operations, force integration
and readiness. Since retiring, he
has owned his own postal service
business.
"I put my formal education on
hold while I was in 'The Guard'. But
a degree program has always been in
the back of my mind," says Danny.
"Roger Williams distance learning
program is perfect for me at this point
in

my career."

Gladys shares Danny's enthusiasm
for the program.
"My work requires h·aveling a great
deal. The Roger Williams program offers the flexibility I need," she notes.
They heard about the University
College distance learning program
through word of mouth. Gladys was
a supervisor of Gaylon Akers, a
RWU graduate of the program, who
spoke highly of the offerings and
the instructors.
Because of their many years of
professional experience, they were
able to enroll as seniors, with extensive military and transfer credit.

Both are graduates of the U. 5. Army
Command and General Staff College,
Fort Leave1nvorth, Kan.

Each is taking a full load of
courses,including city management,

public policy, organizational theory
and management. With both graduating
this year, Gladys in May and Danny in
August, they hope to attend the May 22
graduation exercises.

The Tinsleys are parents of two
grown sons, Adam, a senior at the
University of Texas, San Antonio;
and Chris, employed with the Texas

Honored-Wanda
Jorgensen is presented the 1999 Mary£. Finger Award. Fro111left,
Jol,11Dawson, nssociate rlenu, University College mzd director, Metropolitan Center for
Erlucntion nnd Law; Dean /01111Stout; Wanda; and Bob Frueh, academic adviser.

the pleasure of observing Charles
Walton in his campaign to be elected
to the State Legislature (Dist. 9), and
enjoyed the experience tremendously."
"I also would like to be seen as a
role model for young minority
students in the community," he adds.
'Tm very impressed with Roger
Williams; the students have a great
rapport with the faculty. I've received
great support from Political Science

Railroad Commission in Austin.

Rnpport

Wit/, Fawlty

Like the Tinsleys, Nicanor (Nick)
Figueroa, Jr. of Providence is working toward his bachelor of science
degree in public administration.
However, rather than using the distance learning approach, his is the
more traditional method of continuing education, working during the
day and going to school at night.
"Once I earn my bachelor's degree, my long range goal is to receive
a graduate degree, possibly law,
teach political science and get involved in politics," Nick says. "I had
10
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Professor June Speakman; she speaks
with us, not down to us," he adds.
Nick, who grew up in Bronx, N.Y.,
later moved to Rhode Jsland, graduated from Hope High School, and
earned an associate in arts degree in
liberal arts from the Community
College of Rhode Island in 1993. Fluent
in Spanish, he finds a second language
useful in his work as super-visor,
member services for Harvard Pilgrin1
Health Care in Quincy, Mass. In the
spring of 1998 Nick received an award
from Harvard Pilgrim Health Care for
his work in helping coordinate the
meningitis clinic in Providence.

Location, Location, Location

Nick Figneroa, Jr.

Wanda Jorgensen, of Tiverton, expects to graduate in May with a bachelor of science degree, s1111111,nCl/111
la11de, in business management.
Recently she was named recipient of
the 1999 Mary E. Finger Award,
given annually to a part-time student
with strong academic performance.
Wanda enrolled in the evening
program at Roger Williams University because of "the location, as well
as the affordable cost."

Professors whom she cites as particularly "knowledgeable, supportive
and approachable" are David Melchar
and Diane Harvey. "They really communicate well with the students," she
adds.
Wanda is a civilian management
analyst at the Naval Undersea Warfare Center Division, Newport. A
veteran of the U.S. Navy, she is married to Arthur R. Jorgensen, a former
Navy man. She previously attended
Florida Keys Community College;
Three Rivers Community College,
where she earned an associate of
science degree; and the University
of New Haven.
University College Dean John
Stout describes Wanda:
"After noting that her college education, which began in 1974, was interrupted by military reassignments,
work transfers, family, children and
other responsibilities, she states that it
is difficult for adult students to attain a
degree on a part-time basis - and that
it's a challenge to balance all the
aspects of one's life: marriage, family,
home, work, community, and school.
"She gives credit to the many
people who served as her mentors
and encouraged her to complete her
education over the years, including
family members, employers, supervi-

sors and co-workers, friends, and fellow students," Dean Stout says.
"In the end, the accomplishment is
worth all the work, and I encourage anyone, regardless of age, to complete his or
her education," Wanda concludes.

Distance Interviewing
The editors of The Bridge became well
aware of the challenges of distance
learning when we
arranged to interview William
(Bill) Sanders, a
businessn1an

working toward a
bachelor's degree
in industrial technology. Bill is
senior construction
Bill Sanders
manager with ABB
Lummus Global, Jnc., Houston, Texas.
He lives in The Netherlands and is
currently working in Saudi Arabia.
After several phone calls to and
from Sharon Balke, Houston contact,
and E-mail messages back and forth to
Bill in Saudi Arabia, we were finally
able to communicate with him.
He explains that his present assignment is mobilizing a $400 million
project in ju bail, Saudi Arabia. More
than 2,600 persons will be employed
during construction of the plant,
designed for the processing
of olefins (ethylene), used
in the manufacture of
polyethylene plastics.
How did he
(1) get into the

management field 7 and (2) how did
he happen to be taking courses at
Roger Williams University, so many
thousands of miles awav from his
home base in Texas, his,home in The
Netherlands, and his work site in
Saudi Arabia?
Bill, at the age of 20 in Texas,
joined a millwrights apprenticeship
program through the United Brotherhood of Carpenters and Joiners. The
program required him to take classes,
which he did. He became a journeyman, then a foreman and eventual Iv
a general foreman. While on a
project he was offered a millwright
supervisor's position in Venezuela bv
ABB Lummus. He accepted the post,
working up from supervisor to superintendent, to area manager, to his
present position.
A few years ago a colleague, RWL.:
graduate John Mcglothlin, '89, BS.,
construction management, told Bill
about Roger Williams Uni,ersity Bill,
who had studied industrial technolog,·
at Lamar Universitv and VVestern

Wyoming University, visited the RWC
Bristol campus in 1995, met "·ith Professor Louis Swiczewicz and enrolled
in the program.
He speaks with great pride about
his children from his first and now
second marriages, pointing out that
the thrill of his lifetime was seeing his
daughter graduate from Lamar
University last vear.
"Education is so important. I told
her she'd have to graduate before I'd
walk her down the aisle at her \\'edding," Bill comments, adding that she
did marry, but only after finishing
school. Two of his five other children
have graduated from college as well.
In addition to his familv, his interests include golfing, scuba diving
and ancient civilizations. He has visited landmarks and ruins in Egypt,
Greece, Venezuela and Mexico.
Will he stay overseas?
Bill's goal is to complete his degree
and retire to British Columbia. Our
guess is that, as with Wanda, Nick,
Danny and Gladys, he'll eam his degree.
Retirement7 He just doesn't
sound like the-feet-up-retirementkind-of-guy. University College programs have a way of energizing its
graduates. ❖
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Rededication To

By ju/111Klit:11cr

ary P. Dias, '88, B.S., criminal
justice, was a sergeant with
the East Providence, R.I.,
Police Deparhnent when he decided
to further his education by enrolling
in RWU's Open Program for criminal
justice in 1982.
"I enrolled after professor Lou
Procaccini made a presentation at the
Department on the law enforcement
program," remembers Gary, who is
now chief of the East Providence
Police Department. "I knew the
importance of education in the career
of a police officer. Most officers will
tell you that you must enroll in some
type of education program if you
want to reach your goals."
When Gary first joined the force
in 1973, a high school diploma was
the expected educational level of a
new police recruit. By the ]980s, more
and more colleges began offering
degrees in law enforcement-related
fields (criminal justice, paralegal
studies, etc.).
Nearly all promotions in the
police ranks are based on scores
achieved on the promotional examinations each department gives.
"It only made sense to pursue a
bachelor's degree if J wanted to reach
my professional goals," he says.
Most of Gary's beginning courses
(at the satellite campus in Providence)
were taught by members of the law

G

police department require a great deal
of reading comprehension skills and
writing. The technical writing class
had a great effect on succeeding on
those exams."
As police chief for one of Rhode
Island's major cities, Gary is responsible
for all operations of the Department.
That includes overseeing all personnel
matters, developing a budget, and
representing the Deparh11ent when
dealing with the city government.
"Many of the decisions I have to
make are based on the outside needs
of this Department. I have to take all
factors into account, including the city
government and our constituents," he
says. "I learned long ago that there are
two sides to every story. Even though

"It's great that I realized a goal of
becoming chief and knowing all the
hard work that went in to that. But
the downside is that I don't get to be a
police officer anymore," he savs. "I
really en1oyed being on the street and
interacbng with people. Mv duties
now are more supervisory and

administrative. It's still vcrv challenging, but the challenges are different."
Chief Dias docs his best to keep
the communication lines open with
every member of his depart111ent.
"I try to 111cetwith mv patrol
units at least once a vear on an infor-

mal basis. I tell then~ lo have fun and
enjoy their 1obs, and not to look at it
as c1 task," he says.

Earning his bachelor's degree al

someone n1ay not agree with a partic-

Roger VVilliams was a major turning

ular decision, I let them know the
reasoning behind it."
Reaching the top post in one's
chosen profession is an accomplishment that generates a tremendous
amount of pride and self-satisfaction.
But attaining one·s ultimate goal can
also mean relinquishing some of the
more enjoyable du ties.

point for Chief Dias. The RWU program prepared him lo succeed in his
police pro111otional exams, and il ga,,c
him a renewed sense of confidence.

"Going back to school to earn mv
degree was rewarding in so many
\vays," he says. "It was a lot of \\'Ork,

but I put a lot of effort into 111,·studie;,
and did very well."

enforcement comn1unity, such as

There are many different reasons why students enroll in the
University College's Open Program. The one common thread they all
share is their desire to grow - both personally and professionally.
In fact, many of the Open Program's most stellar graduates
used their degrees to take their careers to new heights.

12
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current and retired judges, lawyers and
police personnel. It wasn't until he later
took classes at the Bristol campus that
he got a more rounded perspective.
"When you're in an envirmu11ent
where the majority of students and
insh1.Jctorsare from law enforcement,
you tend to get a similar perspective on
aJI topics," he says. "When I took classes
at the Bristol campus, the insh1.1ctors
and my classmates were from all varied
backgrounds and ages. That really
opened my eyes to perspectives outside
of the law enforcement view."
In addition to the many law
enforcement classes Gary took while
earning his degree, some of his nonmajor courses also played a major
role in his ascension up the East
Providence police ranks.
"One of the most valuable courses
was my technical writing class," he
says. "The promotional exams in the

Gnry P. Dins
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In fact, Gary did so well in his
studies that once he earned his
degree he decided to take on another
challenge. Once again, Professor
Procaccini was there to urge hirn on.
"I saw Lou Procaccini shortly
before graduation, and he said 'Why
stop here? Why not go on to graduate
school or law school?'" he rernernbers. "Attending law school had
always intrigued n1e, and since I did

so well at Roger Williarns, I thought
I'd give it rny best shot."
Gary took the LSATs after graduating, w·as accepted into the New
England School of Law (Boston) and
graduated in ·1992 with a juris doctorate degree. He has passed both the
R.I. and federal bar exarns.
"I never would have attempted
law school if not for the education
and encouragcrnent I received frorn
RWU," he says.
Gary Iives in East Providence
with his wife, Marjorie, daughter
Tara, ·15,and son Geoffrey, 6.

Although Anne realized the
irnportance of continuing her education, she was a little apprehensive
about returning to school.
"I went to nursing school right
after high school, but I never really
'got into it'," she says." At Roger
Williams, 1 got excited about education for the first tirne in rny life. I
absolutely loved all of rny courses,
and many of the people I met J still
stay in touch with."
Anne made the one-plus hour
comrnute from Braintree, Mass., to
Bristol twice a week. Like rnany Open
Program students, balancing work
and studies can be taxing. Anne,
however, welcomed the challenge.

"Going back to school to
earn my degree was rewarding in so many ways.
It was a lot of work, but I
put a lot of effort into my
studies and did very well."

Tenc/1ers Alwnys A1>ailnvle
nother outstanding University
College graduate who rnade
the jump frorn established
professional to part-time student is
Anne K. Noone, '92 B.S. social and
hea Ith services.

A

Anne wcis ezirning a con1fortable
living as a registered nurse when she

decided to go back to school and earn
her bachelor's degree. At the urging of
her cousin, Bruce Thompson, Ph.D.,
coordinator and professor for the
University's social and health services
department, she became sold on the
curriculum at Roger Williams.
"Bruce kept telling me that Roger
Williams would be a great fit for me,"
she recalls. "It really was. The curriculum was wonderful, and I enjoyed
being in that academic community."
Anne was already familiar with

Roger Williams University before she
decided to enroll in the Open
Program. Her father, Charles J.
Kelley, founder of Braintree (Mass.)
Hospital, received an honorary
degree frorn RWU in I 989.
"My father was so proud of his
honorary degree," she recalls. "It was
something that he always brought up
as a crowning achievement."
14
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In fact, her deterrnination to excel
in her studies eventually earned her
the Jenckes Award frorn University
College as the "Outstanding Student
in Human Services" for 1992.
"The program was very demanding, but the teachers were always
available to talk with you if you had
any concerns. They were really
exceptional people," says Anne.
Her years at Roger Williarns left
such a positive impression on Anne

that she decided to go on for her
rnaster's degree in social work (MSW)
at Srnith College.
Anne is now the owner/ operator
of two assisted care living facilities in
the Boston area, taking over the
family-run business upon the passing
of her father.
"We work with an elderly population who are a little more independent
than those in a nursing home," she
says, describing the facilities, Cadbury
Commons in Cambridge and Standish
Village at Lower Mills in Dorcester.
The toughest aspect of her job?
Trying to balance the bottom line with
the overall goal of providing·the best
resident care possible.

"Because we've been a familyrun business for so many years, we
have such high expectations," she
says. "Balancing the business side is
definitely the most challenging part
of my job."
Anne lives in Cohasset, Mass.,
with her husband, Kevin.

specialize in just
one area," he said.
"You have to be
knowledgeable in a
number of areas,

which is why my
RWU degree was
so valuable."
In fact, as town

Clrnl/e11getlTo See Tire Big Picture
aymond Houle, Jr., '95, B.S.
public administration, has
seen his share of the political
arena. Raymond served as a member
of the Pawtucket (R.l.) City Council
for 24 years, and was president of the
council when it faced perhaps its
biggest crisis ever - the corruption
trial and ouster of then-mayor Brian
Sarault in 1991.
"l was pretty much at the center
of the scandal. 1 had to coordinate the
city's activities with both the F.8.l.
and the acting U.S. Attorney (current
Rhode Island governor) Lincoln
Almond," said Houle. "It was a
tumulh1ous time, but at the same time
gratifying to clean up the corruption.
It was probably my proudest professional accomplishment."
Raymond also served as town
adrninistrator for the Town of
Uxbridge (Mass.), and was director of
administration for a large property
management cornpany in Rhode
Island. Public service was in his
blood, but sornething was missing.
"I really loved working in
government, but I realized that [
needed to get my bachelor's degree
in order to reach the level I wanted,"
he said.
He enrolled in the public administration program in University
College in 1993, taking classes in the
old National Guard Armory in
Providence. Because he had spent so
much of his professional career in the
public administration field, he was
concerned that his beginning classes
would not be challenging.
"No matter how much I thought
I knew about public administration,
Roger Williams made me more aware
of what was going on around me," he
said. "The courses and my instructors
challenged me to think beyond my
horizon, and to see the big picture."

manager Raymond

sees the RW influence every day.

R

"Our town

constantly relies on
the expertise and
technical assistance
of Roger Williams
Universitv," he
said. "Ple;1tv of
times I'll he~r my
directors sav 'we're
working with

Roger Williams on
such and such a
project." It's nice to
know that RWU
has such an influence, and that I'm
a part of it."
The experience
of going back to

school to earn his
degree at Roger

Raymond J-loule, Jr.

Raymond decided to enroll in the
Open Program for several reasons,
among thern the flexibility in class
scheduling, the solid reputation of the
school, and the fact that Roger Williarns was one of the few colleges in
the region that offered a degree in
public administration.
"At first I was a little apprehensive about enrolling in college, but I
soon found out that many of my
classmates were in the same situation
as myself," he said. "That made the
transition much smoother."
Two professors who particularly
impressed Raymond were John Stout,
dean of University College and David
Gingerella, dean of Sh1dent Finance
and Records.
"The instructors [ had were tremendous. They realized that the sh1dent body was made up of career
people, and they took that into accow1t,"
he said. "They did an excellent job of
putting across all the pertinent infonnation in a sensible and practical way."

Taking two or three classes a
sernester, in addition to his full-time
job, could wear most people thin. Not
Raymond, a self-professed workaholic
who often puts in 14-hour workdays.
When he finally earned his bachelor's
degree in 1995, Raymond had
achieved a near-perfect 3.97 grade
point average.

As town manager for the town of
Warren, R.l., Raymond has a wide
array of duties, including hiring,
personnel and policies, grant writing,
and advising the town council.
"It's a little like being the president of a $14 million corporation,
only I have to answer to a town coun-

cil instead of a board of directors," he
said. "It's a small community, so [
really do a little bit of everything."
He credits his RWU courses with
being well-balanced, which is very
helpful on the job.
"There are so many different
facets to oversee, you can't really

Williams Universitv rnade an indelible impression on Raymond. When
he went back to RWU to get a copy of
his degree, he mentioned to Professor
Thomas Carroll that he would have
it bronzed.
"Torn Carroll then told rne to wait
until I got rny master's degree for the
bronzing," he recounted. "That
planted the seed in me to go back and
get my master's, which is what I did."
Rayrnond received his master's
degree in public administration from
U.R.I. in May 1998. His advice for
those who are thinking of going back
to school to further their education 7
"Make sure your goal is for self-satisfaction. That your goal is to say 'I did
it 1'," he said. "If you do that, then
everything else will fall into place."
Raymond lives in Warren with
his wife, Adrienne. They have two
daughters, Lisa, 29, and Lori Keough,
27, and a son, David, 25. ❖
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TakeMe OntTo
The Ballpark...
BASEBALLTEAM PROVING TO BE DIAMOND IN THE ROUGH
By Omt· Kc111111y,Assistn11t
game appearance since 1988
At/1/dic Oircctnr/Ad111i11istmtio11 the Hawks dropped a tough
mu/ Spurtsl11Ji-,r11in6011
6-2 decision to Colby-Sawyer
er 16 straight losing
easons, the Hawk
nine broke into the
win column a year ago with
c1noutstanding season that
sow thcn1 win a schoolrecord of 17 games.
The program had fallen
to its lowest point in 1995,
when they posted a d ism a 1
1-23record, the worst mark
in school historv. With the
1996season ca,{,e the naming
of new head coach, Val
lnnocente, and with that the
resurgence of the program.
lnnocente posted 10-19 records in his first h-voseasons,
1996 and 1997, but the program finally broke through
big brne in ·1993with their
17-·15finish. They had an
outstanding season in Con1111onwealthCoast Conference play, where they
finished 7-2 and in first place
in the regular season. They
defeated Wentworth Institute in the quarterfinals and
defending champ Curry
College in the semifinals. In
their first championship
16
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College
lnnocente was honored
when he was named the conference "Coach of the Year"
and pitcher Kevin LeClair
was named CCC "Pitd1er of
the Year." LeC\air led the
staff with a 6-4 record and
was also named to the AllConference First Team. Other
players who received AllConference recognition were
outfielder Dana Altobello,
catd1er Chris Sullivan and
center fielder Tom
Laverriere. People will
surely look back to 1998 as
the year that the Hawks
came out of the rough and
emerged as a quality
program.
This season the Hawks
have had another run of
success in the conference.
They have been in first or
second place all season, and
it looks as though they and
Colby-Sawyer will be the top
h-voteams in the conference
once again. Sophomore
Chris Sullivan has
been tearing up
pitd1ers all

over New England. He leads
the team with a .403 batting
average that ranks him in the
top five in the conference. He
is also the team leader in RBIs
and has three home runs to
his credit as well. Laverriere
is also having another fine
season and is batting .373
with a team-leading 20 runs
scored and 10 stolen bases.
First baseman Steve Perreault
is having his best season to
date with a .362 average.
Newcomers Scott Blumsack
and Michael Walsh have
made significant

HAWKS
impacts thus far. Blurnsack is
hitting .343 and Walsh .313,
with a team-leading nine
doubles.
Veteran infielder Lenny
Johnson and outfielder Ted
Tracy have been playing
very well as have newcomers
Eric Clancy and Ben Coy.
Sophomore Matt Killam and
LeC\air are the aces of the
pitching staff. Killam has a
3-1 record and 4.34 earned
run average, while LeCla.ir
is 2-3 with a 5.23 earned run
average. Junior hurler Nathan
Craven has also pitched well.
He was the ace of the staff
h-voseasons ago, but sat out
all of last year with an injury.
He is 2-3 on the year and
leads the staff in strikeouts,
with 31.
Now that the program
has experienced success for
the first time in a long while,
one can sense the pride that
the players feel every time
they step on the diamond. It
is a level of pride that once
attained, one never wants to
give up. So far this
year, they have
given up very Iittle
to opponents.

Invite, the Protest Trophy
and the Rhode Island State
Championships. He earned
two "bullets" (first place in
a race) during the year. junior Jennifer Warren tied for
second in appearances with
a career-high seven. She
turned in two third-place
finishes and earned one
"bullet." Sophomore Kris
Davis also had seven appearances and earned the
team's only first-place finish
when he captured the top
prize in the Protest T rophv
race where he earned three
"bullets." He also earned a
"bullet" in the Hatch Brown
Invite.
Senior crew member
Matt Zibrat was busy last
fall, appearing in nine races,
including eight with top
skipper Chuck Fulcher. He
teamed with Fulcher to earn
some solid performances
and thev recorded two "bullets." Sophomore Sara
daSilva was also busy, appearing in seven regattas. In
four of those events she
raced with Jen Warren and
they had a fair amount of
success, finishing third,
fourth and fifth. Senior
Claudia Mattero was very
active with six races under
her belt and she teamed
with Kris Davis to earn the
team's only first-place prize.
Freshman Austin Godfrey
got his feet wet and appeared in four events, and
sophomores Rebecca Rand
and Beth McNelly both
appeared in three regattas.
The team will be competing in 15 regattas during
the spring, including three
that will be held on Bristol
Harbor. Whether it be
spring or tall, you can always find the sailing team
working hard for the sport
they love - a sport that can
be tranquil or hectic, depending on how the wind
is blowing ❖

1~1·tt1111•e11ttltscttf 11:J\T
ftt l~tt11•1lsl:11111Stt11111I,
l~\\'11S-:1iltt1·s c:111
ll1·istttl H:11·lttt1· l1tt111e
or much of the school
year, if you take a
drive down to Bristol
Harbor you will find the
University sailing team
hard at work on, or off, the
water. Since 1981, the University has sponsored a sailing team that has competed
all over the Northeast.
The co-ed sailing team is
a busy group of 20 athletes
who compete in both the fall
and spring seasons. They
sail from the Bristol Yacht
Club and train on the waters
of Bristol Harbor. 1n the fall,
they tradibonalJy compete
in about 16 regattas.

F

They normally race in
boats that are referred to as
"Flying Juniors." They have
also competed in J-24's,
420' sand Rhodes 19' s.
When they are not practicing on the water, they can
usually be found working
with the boats on shore to
get them ready to race. They
practice three hours a day
and compete on Saturday
and Sundays that are traditionally very long days. The
races start at 9:30 a.111.and
usually end much later in
the afternoon.
This past fall they raced
as far north as Maine where
they spent a weekend corn-

peting at the Maine Maritime Academy in Penobscot
Bay. They also hosted or cohosted four regattas from
the Bristol Yacht Club. In
most competitions the team
\•Viiienter hvo teams consisting of a skipper and a
crew member. One team
will compete in the "A"
division and the other in
the "B" division.
Last fall, senior tri-captain Chuck Fulcher had another excellent season as the
team's top skipper. He led
the team in appearances
with nine and his best finishes were a trio of solid
second places in the Yale
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attendance records, as more
than 370 alumni and their
guests filled the upstairs
bar of Christie's on the
Waterfront in downtown
Newport, R.I. Complimentary hors d'oeuvres, live
Irish music and refreshments
were enjoyed by all, and the
views of beautiful Newport
harbor provided the perfect
setting. The next morning, a
faithful gathering of alumni
and their families assembled
for the annual St. Patrick's
Day Parade through the
streets of historic Newport.
A thank you to all our
alumni and friends of RWU
who made this year's St.
Patrick's Day reunion such a
resounding success. Hope to
see everyone (including our
newest alums) at next year's
event. Enjoying the festivities were:
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One of Atlanta's grandest
restaurants, 103 West, provided the
four-star hospitality at this annual
alumni event. Tom Walker was on
hand to greet alumni and their
guests, and a delicious dinner and
cocktails were enjoyed by all. In
attendance were: Paul Coutu '90;
Ross Dominy '92 and wife Dana
(Crisci) '91; Jennifer Marglous '91;
Dennis Schwerzler '82 and wife
Carolyn; Roberta Smith '97 and
guest Barbara Coley; John Sullivan
'92; Lisa Szydlo '91 and guest Sue
Szydlo; and Courtney Walker '92.
North Carolina Chapter
Sahirday, February 20
Photos 5, 6, 7
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Atlanta Chapter
Friday, February 19
Photos 1, 2, 3, 4
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Charlotte's La Bibliotheque restaurant and its Cordon Bleu-trained
chefs provided a memorable evening
for orth Carolina-area alumni.
Alumni Director Tom Walker
mingled with guests and kept alumni
up-to-date on the most recent RWU
developments. Those enjoying the
evening were: Christopher Corbett
'91 and Nicole (Lozier) '91; Renee
Mathai '84 and husband Rob; David
Morris '80 and wife Gretchen; and
Susan Tolan '84.
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Florida Chapters
Friday, Marcil 26
Southwest Florida: Photos 8, 9, 10

The beautiful five-star Ritz-Carlton in
Naples provided the perfect setting
for the annual Southwest Florida
alumni get-together. Spectacular
views of the Gulf of Mexico provided
the perfect backd rap, as Vice
President Christel Ertel and Alumni
Director Torn Walker updated guests
on the latest University happenings.
On hand were: Joe Disciullo '85 and
Teresa; Chad Kocses '98 and Kerri
Ann Keingstein '98; William '76 and
Jenny Martin; Joseph '92 and Kathy
McHarris; and Joyce Pleasant Ryan
'70 and Jack Ryan '67.

Joinu.sfor
Rog-er
Williams
Alumni
&sociation's
1stAnnual
Family
NightatthePawSox

Saturday, Marci, 27
South Florida: Photos 11, 12, 13, 14
One of South Florida's top destination
spots, the Doral Golf Resort & Spa in
Miami, served as the site for this
annual alumni event. Vice President
Christel Ertel and Alumni Director
Tom Walker were on hand to
welcome alumni and their guests. In
attendance were: Mr. and Mrs.
Joseph Brito, Sr.; Sharan '90 and
Tom Curley; Sharon Drew '95 and
Joseph Alves; Denise and Greg
Giarratana '77; Marjorie '79 and
Herbert Kane; Sheldon Kulik '72
and Diane Edmundson; Jessica
Sasseville '98 and Joe Gomes '98.
Seattle Chapter
Saturday, April 24
Photos 15, 16, ·17,18

The annual Seattle alumni event took
place at the beautiful El Gaucho
restaurant. Special guests included
Vice President Christel Ertel and
Gary Stewart, Alumni Director Tom
Walker, and Associate Director of
Admissions Julie Cairns. Enjoying
the evening were: Stacy Akin '92;
Melissa Bouvet '97; Jennifer Brady
'96; Karen Delucas '95; Cliff
Drawbridge '91; Chris Flannery '87;
Elizabeth Hallenbeck '73; Danielle
Keller '94; Shawn Mahoney '89 and
wife Jeanine; Andrew Hartsone '91;
Adam Mihlstin '90; Valerie Morrell
'78; and Dana Perreault '96.
20
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MondaY.,
June28,1999
Pa-wtucket
RedSoxvs.Durham
Bulls
5 p.m. Pre-game all-you-can-eat B-B-Q under the tent in right field
7 p.m. Enjoy the game at the New McCoy Stadium, Pawtucket, R.I.
$8 per person (includes game ticket and B-B-Q)
$3 children 12 and under
Response requested by ]1111e 78, 1999
For more i11fon11atio11
about t/ris event, call tire Alumni Office at 1-800-458-7144, Ext. 3005 or (401)254-3005.

Reservations

Tickets

O I/we will attend the PawSox game on June 28 (PleasePri11/)

# of tickets __

@$8 (adult)

Name______________

# of tickets __

@$3 (children
12 and 1111der)

Yearof Graduation19 ___

Address ________________________

City_______________
HomePhone________

State___
_

GuestName(s)______________________
Children's

_
_

ame(s) _____________________

Work Phone ________

_

Zip__

_

TOT AL ENCLOSED$ _____

_

_

_
_

L-----------------------------------------------J

Mail payment to:
Officeof A/1111111i
Relntio11s
Roger Williams University
One Old Ferry Road
Bristol, RI 02809-2921
ROGER WILLIAMS UN/\IERSIT\'
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DEVELOPMENT

NEWS

Answers to frequently asked Annual Fund questions
By Christel L. Ertel, Vice Presidentfor University Advancement

"Alumni Weekend" is scheduled for June 4-6, 1999. This is the perfect way for
you to recapture the energy of your college years. Last year hundreds of alumni
returned to the Bristol campus to enjoy a fun-filled weekend. Whether or not it
is your reunion year (Classes of '74, '79, '84, '89, and '94), I encourage you to take
part in the most festive and memorable alumni event of the year."
- Thomas M. Walker, Director of Alumni Relations

I attend Alumni Weekend'?.
To reminisce with old friends and make new ones.
To become reacquainted with the University.
To enjoy an early summer get-a-way weekend at a very reasonable cost.
To participate in the alumni sporting events.

Q

Q

A.

A.

Whyisthe
Annual Fundso
importantto the
University?

ROGER WILLIAMS UNIVERSITY
BRISTOL, RHODE ISLAND

The Annual
F1111d
is vital to our
ability to 111ni11tni11
academicexcellence.
It is i111port1111/
to realize //wt luitio11
alone does not cover the cost of a
student's ed11catio11
at RWU. The
University 11eedsongoing participation
of all of its alumni, alumnae, parents and
friends, as well asfoundations and corporations, to maintain academicexcellence.

The numberof alumni donors
has soared in the past two years.
What do you think is the secret to
this success?

Q

Why is the primarygoal of the
Annual Fundparticipationand not the
amount of my gift?

A.

1 believe //,a/ in the recent past
alumni are aware, more than ever, of the
great strides the University has 11,ade
and are responding //,rough the Annual
Fi111dlo ensure that Roger Williams
continues to 111ove
fonunrd. Also, the
creation of the Blue, Gold and Heritage
Clubs in 1996 allows Roger Willin111s
University 11/111115
lo reconnect with the
University and be recogni2edfor their
generous support to the A11n1111/
Fund.

Participation
is alwaystheket;lo a
successfulann,ialfi111dcmnpaign'It L<a
criticalpointof a>nl11ation
whenfoundations,
corporations
orfi'iendsof RWU areaskedlo
supportthe Unmersity.Also,when the U.S.
News &World Repo1t de/enninescollege
rankings,thei;lookat thepercentageof participatio11
amonggraduates.Anotherreasonis
thatn111011g
our peeri11stitutio1Is,we are
c11rre11//y
ra11ked
a111011g
thelowesti11the
a/11111ni
donorcateg01y.We haveseena steady
increasein the nu111ber
of donorsrecently,but
we stillhavei111prrrue111ents
to make.

In addition to academic success in the
first year of law school, the Clark Scholarship criteria include: (a) demonstrated
financial need; and (b) the absence of any
prior award of an honors scholarship or
other merit-based financial aid from the
Law School.
"We are so pleased to help establish
the first scholarship at the School of Law in
recognition of strong academic performance in the law school." Professor Clark
stated.
Roger Williams University President
AnthonyJ. Santoroexpressed his appreciation for the gift.
"We are proud of our tradition of
providing scholarshipsto deserving students.
Professor Clark's generous gift will enable us
to spotlight the excellence of one of our top
law students each year. We are pleased to
accept this gift from the Clarks, whose
support strengthens our sense of being a
vibrant learning community."
Vice President for University
Advancement Christel L. Erteladded:
"The awarding of scholarships lo qualified students can be a significant inspiration

to deserving students, many of whom
reach even greater academic advancement than they have in the past."
Esther Clark is a Distinguished
Visiting Professor of Law at the School
of Law, having been appointed to that
post in 1993. She teaches criminal law,
criminal procedure, and evidence.
She earned her B.A. degree form
Temple University and a J.D. degree
from Rutgers. the State University of
New Jersey School of Law, Camden.
She is a member of the State Bar of
Pennsylvania.
Over the years she served as the
first woman president of the Delaware
County Bar Association. She was the
only female student at Rutgers University
Law School, Camden, while attending in
the 1950s.
She taught at the Widener University School of Law, Delaware campus,
from 1976 until her retirement in June
1998. As a ranking member of the
Widener law tenured faculty, it is estimated she touched 5,000 lives throughout her full-time teaching career.

Why should

•
•
•
•

How has Alumni Weekend changed over the years'?
• Attendance has tripled over the several years.
• More events are held off campus. Newport is the setting for tours,
chartered sailing and the popular dinner/dance.
• We've enhanced the number and scope of events.

School of Law Announces
New Endowed Scholarship
The Ralph R. Papitto
School of Law
proudly announces
the establishment of
a new endowed
scholarship, designed to reward outstanding academic
1 performanceby a
Y!Lhr:_--1:,;~C;-R
first year law
student. The
Professor Esther Clark Endowed
Scholarship has been created through a
gift from Estherand John Clark,to be
awarded to a rising second year student
in the regular or extended division in the
School of Law.
The scholarship is made possible
due to Professor Clark's sincere commitment of attracting and retaining highly
qualified students who have exhibited
outstanding academic promise in the first
year of law school.
:,?

-~

ls there anything new this year·?·
• Yes, the 1st Annual SK Alumni Run and a 1 mile Fun Run/Walk. This is being organized by
David Szerlag '85 and his wife, Norma. T-shirts for all participants as well as trophies for
overall male and female winners. Meet at the Paolino Recreation Center, June 5@ 10 a.m.
• The former BBQ is now a Caribbean Night. Wear your flowered shirts and other appropriate
attire. Look for the tiki torches and live steel band behind the Center for Economic and Environmental Development (new science and math building).

-~

Where do I sign up'?.
• Register early, last year filled up fast! Call the Alumni Office at (401) 254-3005 or 1-800-748-7144
if you have not received your Alumni Weekend brochure. Information is also availbale on our
website at: www.rwu.edu

-~

How do I find my old roommates to encourage them to attend·?·
• Call the Alumni Office for information and give them a call today.
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Class

Edward Hellman,
8.5., business
administration, is retired

Notes

from the marine and alarn1

systems business. He resides
in Mayville, N.Y.

'71

Raymond W.
Corsini, B.A.,
humanities, has joined the
RDW Group, a Providence,
R.1. communications firm,
as a production manager.

Government's investment
in the downstream sector of
the Nigerian Petroleum
Industry. Tunde and his
wife, Kehinde, and children
Tola, Lola, Bola and Gola
reside in Lagos State,
Nigeria.

Ravmond, and his wife,
Di;nne, reside in I orth
Providence, R.1.

Mark Your Calendar

'73

Class of '79 Reunion
June 4-6, 1999

Earl "Skip" Cook,
8.5., business

management, has been

named vice president of
sales and marketing for
Fielding Manufacturing,
Inc., in Crnnston, R.1. Earl
and his wife, Mary, reside
in North Kingstown, R.1.

l

Mark Your Calendar

25th

Class of '74 Reunion
June 4-6, 1999

75

r

Robert Bessette, 8.5.,
mechanical engineering technologies, is senior
safety and reliability engineer
al Walt Disney World in
Kissimmee, Fla. Robert
resides in Celebration, Fla.

r

76

James H. Rowley,
B.S., has been
appointed director of safety
al 0. Ahlborg & Sons, Inc.
in Cranston, R.l. James is
retired from the Rhode
Island State Police, where
he served most recently as
executive officer and major.
James resides in
Saunderstown, R.1.
?&-TundeRonald Ogunmola,
8.5., marketing, is deputy
manager of procurement in

the National Investment
Management Services
(NAPIMS), a business unit
of Nigerian National
Petroleum Corporation,
which overseas the Federal

24
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Steven Guzzon,
8.5., engineering
technologies, is the operations manager at Baker
Mellon Stuart Construction
in Maitland, Fla. Steven
and his wife, Sue, reside in
Oviedo, Fla.
I&• Clarence White, B.S.,
paralegal studies, is GMGC
United States Navy Retired
YCO R.1. Clarence and his
wife, Dorothy, reside in
Tiverton, R.1.

'80

Mark J. Hashway,
8.5., engineering,
has joined 0. Ahlborg &
Sons, Inc. as a project development executive. As a
member of the firm's corporate development team, he
develops and coordinates
new business. He resides in
East Greenwich, R.1.

'81

David G. Cameron,
B.S., engineering,
has joined 0. Ahlborg &
Sons, Inc. as a project
,nanager. David resides in
Barrington, R.I.

'83

Jorge Cruz, B.S.,
engineering, has
been promoted to senior
associate at Earl R.
Flansburgh & Associates,
Inc. He will be responsible
for overall management of
the firm's quality assurance
program and will serve as

project manager on major
firm commissions. He
resides in Seekonk, Mass.

Wayne Tripp, 8.5.,
marine biology, is the director of emergency services at
the Broward County
Chapter, American Red
Cross in Plantation, Fla.
Wayne and his wife, Rosalie,
and their son, Brett, 5, reside
in Ft. Lauderdale, Fla.
ia, Richard Hawes, B.S.,
civil engineering technologies, has been named project
manager at the construction
management firm of E.W.
Burman, Inc., in Warwick,
R.1. Richard oversees the
firm's contracts at the Rhode
Island School of Design, and
at the Rhode Island Country
Club in Barrington. He also
is responsible for the
Amtrak electrification
projects in New London and
Branford. Richard, his wife,
Sharon, and five year old
twins, a daughter Delaney
and son Tyler, reside in
Brooklyn, Conn.

ia.

Mark Your Calendar

/5th
Class of '84 Reunion
June 4-6, 1999

'86

Thomas W.
Dollarhide, B.S.,
computer engineering, is
software engineering
manager at PURVIS
Systems Incorporated in
Middletown, R.1. Thomas
presented a paper entitled
"Quarter of a Century of the
LIMS Evolution" at the
Pittsburgh Conference, held
in Orlando, Fla. He resides
in Tiverton, R.I.
?a-Megan Johnson, B.S.,
marketing, is in sales at Fred
Meyer in Logan, Utah. She
and her husband, Edward,

and three children, Mariah,
6; Eli, 4; and oah, 2; reside
in Logan, Utah.
?a-Steve Medeiros, 8.5.,
architecture, was promoted
from in tern architect to job
captain. He will direct the
production team that is
responsible for all Legal Sea
Foods projects as well as
other key hospitality industry clients for Vision III.
Steve resides Rumford, R.1.
~•-Elizabeth Munger, 8.5.,
marketing, is the program
director of the CLEAN AIR
Force's Clean Corridor
program, in Austin, Texas.
The Clean Corridor
Program will develop the
alternative fuels (natural
gas, propane and electricity)
infrastructure along the
segment of the orth
America's Superhighway
(IH-35) that stretches from
Dallas to Laredo. She
resides in Austin, Texas.

'88
Matthew
Chrupcala, B.S.,
business administration, is
president of A.J. Carnall,
Inc. in Ridgefield, Conn.
Matt has completed his
professional designation as
a CPCU and will be
inducted into the CPCU
Society in Boston, Mass.
Matt and his wife, Kerrin,
and daughter, A very, 1,
reside in Ridgefield, Mass.
la, Christopher
Waite, 8.5.,
engineering, was promoted
from intern architect to job
captain with Vision ill. He
will oversee development
and direct the production
effort on private and
commercial projects for the
fim1. He resides in Bristol, R.I.

Mark Your Calen~ar
Class o{.~t~eunion
June 4-6, 1999

'89

Tracy (Chamberland)
Boyd, B.A., architecture, has been promoted to
associate architect at Leslie
Architects in Wakefield, R.I.
Tracy and her husband, Scott,
reside in Portsmouth, R.I.
la- Gayle (Frasier) Lafleche,
8.5., biology, is a technical
service representative at
FMC BioProducts. Gayle
and her husband, Mark,
reside in Rockland, Maine.

'90

Steven Silverman,
8.5., business
administration, has been
promoted to managing
director with Prudential
Insurance in Salinas, Calif.,
where he resides.
?a,Mary Jane Golden, 8.5.,
business administration,
has joined the office of
Coldwell Bankers Hayes
Associates' Dartmouth, as a
sales associate. Mary Jane
is a licensed salesperson in
Massachusetts and Rhode
Island and a member of the
Greater New Bedford
Association of Realtors.
Mary Jane resides in South
Dartmouth, Mass.

'92

Susan Cicchino,
B.F.A., creative writing, is a senior test analyst at
IBM, Oakbrook, Ill. She
attends acting classes and has
performed on CBS's "Early
Edition" and ABC's "Cupid."
She resides in Chicago, fl\.
/a, Annemarie Downs, B.S.,
paralegal studies, is a law
clerk with Akin, Gump,
Strauss, Hauer & Feld. She
is enrolled in the night
program at Catholic
University, Columbus
School of Law. Annemarie
resides in Arlington, Va.
la-Rhonda B. Kessler, A.5.,
administration of justice,
was promoted to sergeant
of the Providence Police
Department Youth Service
Bureau, investigative division. Rhonda resides in
Smithfield, R.I.

Alumni Focus
to be honored by the PGAin
its 83-year history.
"It's one of the highest
honors you can receivein the
golf profession,"said Tom. "To
be chosen from FallRiver,when
you're competingagainst pros
from Florida.Californiaand other
warm weather states, is quite an
honor. Hopefullyit helpsshed
more lighton the many great
coursesand pros throughout the
New Englandarea."
He credits his Roger
Williamstraining with laying
the groundwork for his future
success.
"Eventhough I didn't use
Thomas Tetrault '72, B.A.,
my degree to go into a historyhistory, may be more familiar
related profession,the training
to our readers who enjoy the
and disciplineI took away from
game of golf. For the past 23
RogerWilliamshelped make me
years, Tom has seNed as the
a better person in my chosen
golf professional at nearby Fall industry" he said. "Attending
River(Mass.) Country Club
RogerWilliamswas a great
(FRCC).
experience."
LastNovember,the dedicaTom chose to attend Roger
tion and outstanding seNice
Williams(then college)because
Tom has given to the profession it allowedhim to commute from
was rewarded by the Profession- his hometown of Pawtucket,R.I.
al GolfAssociation(PGA),which Tom was a four-year member
presented him with the 1998 Bill and seniorcaptain of the Roger
Strausbaugh/ClubRelations
Williamsgolf team.
Award.
"We had a relativelysmall
Tom was chosen from more squad, but we must of have
than 23,000 other golf pros
had some talent because today
throughout the U.S. for the
three of us have gone on to
award. He is only the third
become golf pros," rememprofessionalfrom New England bered Tom.

1a, Virgil

Pacheco, 8.5., engineering, is a sales associate at
Century 21 Real Estate. Virgil
is president of the Traditional
Design Associates, in
Somerset, Mass. He is a
licensed sales associate, and
he recently graduated from
the American Academy of
Real Estate.

'93

Cynthia N. Enos,
B.S., social and
health services, has been
appointed director of patient
care management services at
Caritas Norwood/Southwood
Hospitals. Cynthia resides in
Greenville, R.I.

la-Carol A. Reineke, A.5.,
liberal arts, is the assistant
to the vice president of sales
at Application Data
Systems, Inc. in Southaven,
Miss., where she resides.
1a. Peter H. Vogel, 8.5.,
business administration, is
an equity research analyst
with Oscar Gruss & Son in
New York, N.Y. He specializes in risk arbitrage,

corporate spin-offs and
restructuring.
Peter resides
in Bronxville, N.Y.

The jump into becoming a
golf pro was quick for Tom.
The day after he received his
bachelor's degree from Roger
Williams,he started at the
FRCCas an assistant professional. In 1975, he became the
head professional and hasn't
looked back since.
In addition to providing
sound coaching and advice for
interested golfers, Tom is also
responsiblefor the management of the FRCC'sgolf programs, schedulingthe many
tournaments held each year,
and overseeing all member
events and various outings.
There are also several charitable events that the club
runs each year for such
worthy causes as local hospitals, cancer centers, mentally
challenged citizens organizations and community centers.
It's a hectic schedule that
can push Tom to work 14hour days, seven days a week
during the busy spring and
summer months.
"It's difficultto balance my
time between teaching, seNice
to our membership and running
outside functions," said Tom.
Tom lives in Somerset with
his wife, Susan, and two children, Christine, 21, and
Michael, 18. - JK

Mark Your Calendar
5th

Class of '94 Reunion
June 4-6, 1999

'94

Eric Dimmick, B.S.,
construction
management, is employed
by the Tyree Organization as
head estimator in Denver,
Colo. Eric is working
to\vard a master's degree in
construction 111anagen1entat

Colorado State Universitv,
where he is president of the
student ski club. Eric resides
in Fort Collins, Colo.
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,&,Gary Maggiolino, B.S.,
marketing, has been
appointed director of media
services at Lec1ryTiziani,

Inc. in Canton, Mass. Greg
resides in Westboro, Mass.
,&·Tammi Veit, B.A., social
science, is a preschool/
toddler teacher at the
William W. Backu Hospital
in Norwich, Conn. She
resides in Jewett City, Conn.
?&·Charles Shaw, B.S.,
marketing, is a vice president/ associate media director
at Grey Direct Advertising in
New York City, NY. Chuck
and his wife, Stacy, reside in

River Edge, N.).
,&-Tiana Manudkich, B.S.,
paralegal studies, is in sales
at the St. Regis Hotel in New
York City. Tiana resides in
New York City, N.Y.

'95

Kristina Lammi,
B.S.,historic preservation, is the new deputy town
clerk for the town of Bristol,
R.l. Kristina wiU remain as
the executive director of the
Mosaico Community Development Corp. Kristina resides
in Bristol, R.l.
,a. Patricia LaRosa, B.A.,
psychology, is employed by
the Connecticut Department
of Children and Families as
a social worker. Trish
resides in Ridgefield, Conn.
,a. Paulo Vicente, B.A.,
architecture, is a staff

member of Austin Patterson
Disston Architects of
Southport, Conn. Paulo
won the Antiquarian and

Landmarks Society of
Connecticut's design
competition for a new gateway entrance to the ButlerMcCook Homestead in
Hartford, Conn.
,a. David R. LaPlante, B.A.,
architecture, has been
appointed an architect by
the Robinson Green Beretta
Corporation in Providence,

R.l. David has contributed
to the design for the
Feinstein Youth Camp for
26
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Alumni Focus

Sharon Drew, left, '95 A.S.
marketing, '97 S.S. business,
is in the business of helping
people. The Connecticut
native is a marketing representative for Covenant Villageof
Florida, a retirement community in sunny Plantation, Fla.
"We provide a fullcontinuum of care, which includesindependent livingas well as assisted care and skillednursing,"
said Sharon. "It's a very

the Narragansett Council of
the Boy Scouts of America,
the Sherburne, Vt.,
Memorial Library, and
projects for the U.S. Postal
Service. David resides in
North Providence, R.l.
?&•Gregory Vaslet, B.S.,
industrial technology, has
joined 0. Ahlborg & Sons as
a construction operations
manager, and has n1ore
than fifteen years' experience in construction

management. Gregory
resides in Seekonk, Mass.

'96

Melissa Caccavaro,
B.A., art, is a graphic
designer with Kronos Inc. in
Waltham, Mass. She resides
in Burlington, Mass.
,&,Gustavo Rieckehoff,
B.S., engineering, is a staff
engineer at CSA Architects
& Engineers in Hato Rey,
Puerto Rico. Gustavo is an

rewardingjob because I meet
so many wonderful people and
help make a difference in their
lives."
Sharon began taking night
classesat Roger Williamsin
1992, and eventuallyearned an
associate degree in marketing.
At the time, she was an administrativeassistant for AlliedSignal in East Providence,R.I.
"I loved the locationof the
campus," recalledSharon of her
choice to attend RWU, "and
the fact that I worked in East
Providenceand livedin Newport made the commute easy."
After attaining her associate
degree, Sharon decided to stay
on at RWU and earn her bachelor's in business. Balancing
full-time work responsibilities
and part-time student status
was challenging, but it was
something she felt she had to
accomplish.
"I had a strong desire to
better myself professionally,
and attaining a college degree
was a necessary step," she
said. "Today, I have a job that
is very rewarding. I have my

own office, and my salary has
increased more than 50
percent. Furthering my education really paid off."
Sharon credits her instructors, David Gingerella and
Diane Harvey, for giving her a
solid foundation in marketing
and business skills.One other
skillthat Sharon improved
upon which was vital to her
career success - public
speaking
"Many of my instructors
made it mandatoryto have
students give presentationsin
front of class,"she recalled."That
provedto be extremelybeneficial
to me becausea largepart of my
job isspeakingto differentgroups
and sittingon paneldiscussions."
AlthoughSharon has found
a new home in Florida,she will
always look back on her years at
RWUas a specialtime in her life.
"My experience at Roger
Williamswas very positive,"
she said. "My instructors were
great, and the campus had a
warm, friendly atmosphere."
Sharonlivesin Pompano
Beach,Fla.-JK

electrica I designer for the
firm and sits on a committee that is building CSA's
web page. He resides in San
Juan, Puerto Rico.
,a. Kristopher Tabaknek,
B.A., architecture, is a senior
project architect with Rexwood Architects in Denver,
Colo., where he resides.
I&,Kim Testa, B.A., communications, is leading both
internal con1munications
and media relations worldwide for Perot Systems in
Dallas, Texas. Kim resides
in Flower Mound, Texas.

Haven, Conn. Deborah and
her two Chinese sharpeis,
Sarah and Charlotte, reside
in East Haddam, Conn.
,a. Matt Johnson, B.A.,
English, is employed by the
Fall River Fire Department.
Matt graduated from the
Fire Academy on November 13, 1998. He resides in
Fall River, Mass.
?&•Tracy Syria, B.S., biology,
is a cryo-embryologist at
Charles River Laboratories
in Wilmington, Mass. She
resides in Chelmsford,
Mass.
,a,christine Marino, B.A.,

'97

Howard A. Brande,
B.S., administration
of justice, completed basic
training at the Marine
Corps Recruit Depot, San
Diego, Calif.
?&,Deborah L. Camp, B.A.,
liberal arts, is a resource
manager with AT &Tin New

comn1unjcations, is a

promotion coordinator for
Sony Music Entertainment
where she develops promotions for radio to support
artist airplay in the New
England marketplace.
Christine resides in
Burlington, Mass.

tration,
tant at
Bonito
resides

Chad Kocses, B.S.,
business adminisis the house accounWCI Communities in
Springs, Fla. Chad
in Naples, Fla.

Marriages

'80

Diana L. Mautner,
B.S., administration
of justice, to Francis R. Tighe.
Diana is an assistant chief
probation officer for the
Commonwealth of Massachusetts. He is vice president,
sales and marketing, for
Vortechnics, Inc., Portland,
Maine. They reside in
Lowell, Mass.

I

87

Patricia (Leonard),
B.S., marine biology,
to Ronald J. Aukamp Jr. She
is a programmer/ analystSMS in Malvern, Pa. They
reside in Pottstown, Pa.
'89

Mark E. Pilotte,
B.A., architecture, to
Patricia L. Morrisson. He is
employed as a project
manager at National
Amusements in Dedham,
Mass. They reside in
Wayland, Mass.

'90

Emmet P. Linn,
B.F.A., creative
writing, to Dawn Su-Hsien
Ang. He is a copy editor on
the business desk at The
Philndelphin Enquirer. They
reside in Philadelphia, Pa.

'92

Glenn Bostic, B.S.,
business administration, to Marci MacDonald.
He is the owner of Vermont
Painting Company. They
reside in Danville, Vt.

193

Gary M. Appolonia,
A.S., '96 B.S.,
administration of justice, to
Deborah A. Bousquet. He is
a member of the West Warwick Police Department,
R.I., where they reside.
?&,Nicole (Bressler), B.S., to
Jun Kitatani. Nicole is a

human resources specialist/ recruiting director at
theglobe.com. They reside
in Jamaica Estates, N.Y.
1&,Diane (DeBenedetto),
B.A., psychology, to
Dominic Esposito. Diane is
in the process of opening a
daycare center. They reside
in Plainsboro, N.J.
?&,Matthew K. McCourt,
B.S., marketing, to Tricia L.
LaCroix. He is employed
by ABCO Welding Supply,
Waterford, Conn. They
reside in Old Saybrook,
Conn.
?&,DaveMcKelvey, B.S.,
marketing, to Jennifer
Quigley. Dave is a technical
sales representative at
MicroWarehouse, Inc. in
Lakewood, N.J. They reside
in Forked River, N.J.

Conversion of West Kingston, R.I. They reside in
Newport, R.l.

'98
Stephen
Agostinucci, B.A.,
architecture, to Concetta
Aresco. He is an architect at
Kaestle Boos Assoc. Lnc.They
reside New Britain, Conn.

Births
'86

Tricia Ten Eyck,
B.S., computer
information technology, to
Adam L. Prata. Tricia is
employed at Mousseau
Contract and Nailworks
Boutique. They reside in
Pawtucket, R.I.

Justin Riley,
December 29, 1998,
to Jeffrey Hirschberg, B.S.,
marketing, and his wife,
Meredith. Jeff is the vice
president of sales for
!MAC. They reside in Los
Angeles, Calif.
,&,Dylan Mark, December
24, 1999, to Sarkis
Sarkisian, B.S., philosophy,
and his wife, Kim
(Stevens), '88, B.A., career
writing Sarkis is the
community development
director of the town of
Natick. Kim is a senior
associate at Meridian Tech.
They reside in Natick,
Mass.

'95

'89

194

Ben Zalvan, B.S.,
business administration, to Michelle Bernstein.
He is the owner of In Style.
They reside in Massachusetts.

'96

Marcia (Solaroli),
B.A., architecture,
to Matthew E. Magnus, '95,
B.A., English. Marcia is an
assistant regional director at
EF Travel. They reside in
Boston, Mass.
?&Kevin R. Beauchesne,
B.S., marine biology, to
Sandra E. Beasley. Kevin is
employed as a marine biologist with Atlantic Farms,
Charleston, S.C. They reside
on James Island, N.Y.

r97

Kevin D. Nusky,
B.S., business
administration, to Kirstin
Lynley Nowell. He is a
strategic account manager
with American Power

Christopher Robert,
December 27, 1998,
to Patti (Briggs), B.S., paralegal, and her husband, Tim
Prevost, '90, B.S., business
n1anagement. Patti is a real
estate paralegal, and Tim is
an operations manager at
Brockton Equipment
Spilldan, Inc. They reside in
Foxboro, Mass.

'90

Marissa Elizabeth
and Harrison
Joshua, September 8, 1998,
to Scott Burack, B.S.,
accounting, and his wife,

Cheryl. Scott is a financial
analyst with First Albany
Corporation. They reside in
Delmar, N.Y.

'91

Caitlin Elaine,
January 20, 1999, to
Jo-Ann (Blanchette), B.S.,
paralegal, and her husband,
James Harrison Libby, '92,

B.A., architecture. Jim is a
project architect with
Newport Collaborative in
Newport, R.l. They also
have a daughter, Victoria, 3,
and son, Tl1omas, 1 Thev
reside in Coventry, R.I.

193

Kallie Isabel,
January 29, 1999, to
Dave Coughlin, B.S., business administration, and his
wife, Melissa. David is a
pro1ect manager at Oxford
Health Plans in Trumbell,
Conn. Thev reside in New
Canaan, Conn.

Obituaries
I

70

Wayne M. Stetson,
B.S., ci vi I engineering technologies, of
Deerfield, Fla., died ,'vlarch
17, 1999. He was a civil
engineer and the longest
serving director of Public
Works for the City of
Pawtucket, retiring in 1987
after 22 years. He is
survived by his wife,
Madeline, and two sons,
Wayne Stetson Jr. of
Johnston and L. Richard
Stetson of North Scituate; a
daughter, Chervl StetsonKing of Pine Island, Fla. and
Ft. Lauderdale, Fla.; two
sisters, Shirlev Evler and
Dorothy lnte~landi, both oi
Deerfield Beach, Fla.

I

7s

Leonard C. Upham
Jr., B.S., civil engineering technologies, of
Newport, R.l., died January
11, 1999. He was a
construction supervisor

with D.W. White
Construction, Inc., in Mass.
He is survived by his wife,
Hilde Crafts, and mother,
Ruth Upham of North
Kingstown, R.l. He leaves
three sons, Benjamin CraftsUpham and Henrv CraftsUpham, both of Newport,
and Leonard C. Upham Ill
of Warwick; and three

brothers, William Upham,
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Kenneth Upham and
Stephen Upham, all of R.l.

82

r

Perfrctfor

Louis T. Zambarano,

B.S., administration
of justice, of Johnston, R.l.,
died November 10, 1998.
He was a member of the
Johnston Police
Department, promoted
through the ranks to
Deputy Police Chief, retiring in 1997 after 41 years of
service. He is survived by
his wife, Dorothy, two
daughters, a son and a
gr;:indson.

response to our reader interest.
We are always glad to hear
from you, and welcomefuture
letters in reference to articles.
Please send letters to: Editor,
'TheBridge, RogerWlllJams
University, 1 OldFerry
Road, Bristol, RI 02809;
FAX (401) 254-3185; or
E-mail at dhd@alpha.rwu.edu

Graduation

We recently received several letters
concerning the special Com111e111orative
Edition of the January 1999 Bridge,
featuring the Roger Wil/ia111s stahte.
We'd like to slrare them with you, our
readers.

The Boston Rocker $275
27"D x 2rw x 40 1 /2"H

'87 Holly Brown
B.S., busi-

Saldana,
ness adn1inistration,

of
Spencer, Mass., died
February 26, 1999. She was
a retired human resources
worker at the Massachusetts Easter Seal Society in

The Captain's Chair S275
183/4"Dx

22·w K341/2"H

Solid Hard rock Maple Chairs and
rockers, laser engraved with the
Roger Williams University seal and
personalized with name and graduating year, make gifts that will last
a lifetime.
The chairs feature steam bent
crowns, a comfortable scooped
seat, hand-painted gold beading
and a beautiful lacquer finish.

Worcester, an active volun-

teer at Abby's House and
zictive in animal ,,velfare.

She is survived by her
husband, Francisco
Saldana; her parents,
Robert and Sally Brown, of
Brookfield; a sister, Karyn
Bro,,vn, of Frzimingham;

The Heritage lamp
S169

27"H

T

All in the Family

The January 1999 Commemorative
edition of The Bridge was a lovely
reminder of the memorable weekend
in October when the University
dedicated its wonderful statue of
Roger Williams.
As a descendant of Roger Williams, I read each word of The Bridge
with interest and with gratitude for
the scope of the University's
Interfaith Conference.
The article "Lion and Tigers and
Bears" was a delight!

The Heritage Table Lamp is
made of solid hardrock maple with
solid brass accents.
To order or for more information,
contact the Alumni Office at
(401) 254-3005 or 1-800-458-7144,
Ext. 3005.

and her maternal grandparents, Mr. and Mrs. Eugene
Kendall of Lunenburg.

Dorothy H. White
Barri11gto11,R.l.

Just Perfect!

Just a short note to tell you how
very much I enjoy reading The Bridge.
It's really a great publication: great
stories, attractive layouts! just perfect!

We've told you all the Roger Williams University news. Now, we'd like to know about
you. Please take a moment to fill out this form and return it to the address below.
N,imc______________________

Yearof Graduation19____

_

Address_________________________________
City _______________________

_
State ____

Zip

____

Gloria Maroni
North Providence, R.l.

Former (retired) Society Editor

_

The Provide11ce/011 rnal
Is this

.i

new .iddrcss? yes

no

Home phone _______

Work phone _______

_

[)resent job title and company name ________________________

_

Company address
Here's my BIG news for "Class Notes": ______________________

_

A Treasure!

Heartiest Congratulations on the
wonderful Commemorative Edition of
The Bridge. It is a treasure! The conference was superb in every aspect. The
Bridge magnificently captures the
essence of this "meeting of the minds."
Joan McMaster
Bristol, R.l.

Return to The Bridge, Department of Alumni Relations, Roger Williams University,
One Old Ferry Road, Bristol, RI 02809-2921.
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The Rest is History

Th1Bis a new section, created in

(To the Preside11t, then forwarded to The
Bridge Editor):
A Wonderful

Issue

A note to teLIyou that I just had an
opportunity to read Roger WiJLia.ms
University's special Commemorative
Edition of The Bridge, featuring the dedication of the bronze statue of the
University's namesake. It was a wonderful issue, and I thoroughly enjoyed reading it from cover to cover. I particularly
appreciated the mention of Brown
University on several of its pages.
E. Gordon Gee
Preside11t, Brown U11iversity

Town and Gown

The person for whom your school
is named is clearly regarded as one of
the most influential persons of colonial
America. Your University magazine
heightened the importance of Roger
Williams in the excellent coverage you
portrayed of the recent statue dedication and also the concurrent Religious
Liberty Conference which convened on
your campus. Religious leaders across
America have expressed to our State
Council of Churches their gratitude for
the excellence of content and celebrations which surrounded the fall event.
Now there is a greater awareness of
your fine academic i.nstitution as a
result of your sharing anew the rich
legacy of Roger Williams in the historic
and contemporary issues of our nation.
It is wonderful when "town and gown"
come together in ways that Roger
Williams University energizes.
James C. Miller
Executive Minister
The Rhode Island State Co1111cil
ofChurc/1es

Thank you for the latest, and
interesting, issue of The Bridge. I was
particularly interested in the article
"Lions and Tigers and Bears" dealing
with the history of the University. I
was President and CEO of the Greater
Providence YMCA from 1973 to 1983,
when I retired after a career of 39
years with the YMCA. Roger Williams
Uunior) College was started by the
Greater Providence YMCA. In fact,
several colleges in the US had similar
starts by YMCAs. ( lortheastern
University in Boston was started by
the Boston YMCA.)
Emil F. Faubert
East Providence, R.l.

Dear Mr.Faubert,
Roger Williams University's
connection with the YMCA can be
traced back to 1919, when Northeastern
opened a brand1 at the Providence
YMCA. The next year, Northeastern
opened a Providence division of their
School of Law, offering the LL.B
degree. This evolved into the YMCA
Institute, serving veterans through the
day and evening divisions. Ln 1948 the
State of Rhode Island authorized the
Institute to grant the associate degree.
ln 1956, the Institute received a State
charter to become a two-year, degreegranting institution under the name of
Roger Williams Junior College. By the
early 1960s, Roger Williams, still based
at the Providence YMCA, grew rapidly.
In 1969 the College, now a four-vear
institution, acquired the Bristol campus.
And, as they say, the rest is histo,y.
The Editor
And from Florida

I just wanted to teUyou how mud1 I
enjoyed the January 1999 issue of The
Bridge. Having grown up i.nMassad1usetts, I had heard of Roger Williams, but
didn't know how mud1 he had accomplished. His idea of separation of d1urd1
and state is still a benefit to us all.
When we travel North next vear,
one of the first things we will dci' is
visit Roger Williams University to see
the expanded campus and the news
statue of its namesake.
Marjorie E. Kane, '79
Tequesta, Fla.
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his is your opportunity to have your name or the name of someone you
would like to honor or remember, permanently in the new Roger Williams
University "Walk of Fame." Join nearly 850 other alumni, parents and friends
who have already purchased their bricks.

T

This is an excellent way to show your loyalty and pride in Roger Williams.
Your gift ensures your legacy will be set in stone for years to come. When you
visit Roger Williams in the future and stroll along the "Walk of Fame," your
message will mark your participation in this very special program in the history
of the University.
To purchase a brick, simply call the Alumni Office at (401) 254-3005
or 1-800-458-7144.

